INDIGENOUS WOMEN SURVIVING THE SIXTIES SCOOP HEALING THROUGH

TEACHINGS AND THE FULL MOON CEREMONY

The Sixties Scoop reﬂects Canadian pol|C|es and practices from the 1950s-80s of forcibly removmg Indlgenous ch|ldren from
their families and communities to be placed into foster care or adopted by non-Indigenous families in Canada, the United
States and overseas. Urban Indigenous women who were Sixties Scoop survivors living in a housmg facility partlc:lpated ina
research project consisting of teaching circles led by Knowledge Carriers which culminated in a Full Moon Ceremony In
focus groups, the women discussed the impact of the S|xt|es Scoop and the'role of culture in healing. :
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BARRIERS & FACILITATORS OF CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

The women questioned their access to medicines and to practice their culture in Gt housing 5|tuat|on
« What are the institutional restrictions to accessing medicines?
« Are the staff and administrators knowledgeab|e on the intergenerational impacts of co|on|zat|on7
« Are there differences between culture in ceremony versus programming?
« Is culture used for educating, socializing, connecting, or as a meaningful and sacred practice in a splntual space? -
These questions should be considered by organizations seeking to fa0|||t<1te cultural connections.
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